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neither rules nor courts for the administration of civil
and criminal law existed. In large towns like Aurunga-
bad Kazis and sometimes Amils heard some of the cases,
while in the villages disputes were settled by Panchayats
(or village councils), consisting of Patels and Patwaris
(head men of the village).

The merchants trading in His Highnesses dominions
were another source of terror to the people living in
the Mofussil.    Not only did they sell their wares at
fabulous prices, demanding interest bonds after a few
days, but these claims were enforced by lawless Arab
retainers who were in their pay.   This gave rise to much
tyranny and oppression for the debtor was made respon-
sible nolens volens  for the maintenance of these wild,
lawless  retainers,  who  often on their own authority
confiscated  any  household property that particularly
took their fancy.   The Afghan creditors, however, were
infinitely worse, for they thought nothing of branding
the bodies of their debtors and otherwise illtreating them.
Here  again  the talukdars were fully aware of these
proceedings, but having no police force at their back
they dared not interfere, because of the possibility of a
revengeful retaliation.   For, it was not an unknown thing
for Zemindars and Desmukhs to be confined for some time
in small houses, until they had executed fictitious bonds,
for debts which they had not incurred.

Even worse was the fate of any unfortunate man who
had been suspected of a crime, for he was forcibly seized
and cast into prison, where he often lay for years awaiting
his trial, and not infrequently died in prison, before
he had been tried for an offence which he had not com-
mitted. Those, again, who were suspected of minor
offences were often fined for years on end, whether they
were guilty or innocent. It is not, therefore, surprising